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 Fish Fins

Number Fins Function

Dorsal Fin Stability, defense that helps fish look bigger, helps in steering

Adipose Fin  
(salmon and catfish families)

Reduces drag and improves swimming efficiency

Caudal Fin Steering like a rudder and propelling forward like a motor

Anal Fin Stability, help steer and prevent rolling over in sharp turns

Pelvic Fins Balance, resting and maneuverability

Pectoral Fins Maneuverability, going up, down, backward, forward and remaining still, 
steering
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Answers to Fish and Fins Worksheet 
 

2 Dorsal Fin Stability, defense that helps it look bigger, helps in 
steering 

4 Adipose 
fin 

Reduces drag and improves swimming 

6 Caudal fin Steering like a rudder and propelling forward like a 
motor 

3 Anal fin Stability, help steer and prevent rolling over in a 
sharp turn 

1 Pelvic fins Balance, resting and maneuverability, 

5 Pectoral 
fins 

Maneuverability, going up down, backward and 
forward and remaining still and steering. 

 


